SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 20th   September 2004 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






Cllr J Gurney (Vice Chairman - in the Chair)






  “   N Aldis






  “   R Frood






  “   D Gale

  “   A Goss
  “   M McMurdo






  “   D Sharman






  “   G White


together with one Member of the Press.

1.  APOLOGIES: for absence were received from Cllrs Blaine, Downing, Gautier-Groom, Osborne, Pettitt, Scott and Wheatley.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS   
(F32/04)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

There were none.

(b) Personal interests

Cllr Gale
Planning Application 04/01611/FULL
Applicant is a personal friend.

Cllr Frood
Planning Application 04/01611/FULL
Applicant is a personal friend.

PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

10.  COMMEMORATION OF VICTORY IN EUROPE DAY 8TH MAY 2005
 (F40/04)

(SEE ALSO PART 'B' MINUTES - RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE No (F40/04)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:


(a) That the Royal British Legion be asked that the Garden Party to be held in June 2005 be opened to members of the public who might wish to commemorate the anniversary.  If this is possible the Town Council would be willing to make an agreed contribution to the cost of this event.

(b) That a special Victory in Europe floral commemoration be designed and be situated at the railway station or the main roundabout in town.  This would probably involve an additional cost to the existing planting contract.

(c) That red, white and blue rockets be purchased by the Town Council and launched to mark the occasion.

PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS

3.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 









(F33/04)
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)


4. MINUTES 








(F34/04)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

Monday 16th August 2004  and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on

Monday 13th September 2004, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

5. MATTERS ARISING 







(F35/04)

(a)  Planning Application 41/2001/1683 - Fallowfield Estate, Shop, Houses etc

(3.12.01)(F41/01)

The Deputy Clerk's Exempt Information Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(c) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03


Cllr Aldis gave a verbal report on progress with S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd. Progress has not been as swift as had been hoped. The Business Link adviser has been difficult to contact and the Company has not yet been registered. Another meeting of the directors of S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd has been scheduled for early October.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(c) Periodic Electoral Review - Final Recommendations of the Boundary Committee for England - Changes to Parish/Town Council Electoral Arrangements (16.8.04) (F30/04)

Letters were sent to Mid Beds D.C., Beds C.C. and the Boundary Commission on 19th August 2004, reiterating the request of the Town Council that the four wards in Sandy should be called: Fallowfield; Pinnacle; Ivel; Beeston. A reply has been received from the Boundary Commission noting the comments.  A reply has also been received from Mr Stephen Cooke at Mid Beds C.C. who said that the District Council would be writing in support of the Town Council's request to the Boundary Commission. No reply has yet been received from Beds C.C.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

6. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS (F36/04)

2003/2004

(a) Replace worn safety surfacing around existing play equipment Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Members have been advised in the Periodic Bulletin as to the reason that youths suspected of damaging the safety surface have not been identified.

A report on the possible resurfacing of the tarmac area (including the War Memorial area) is being prepared for the 2005/2006 estimates.

RESOLVED: (a) That the situation be noted.

(b) That Council be informed when the repairs to the damaged surface are complete.

2004/2005
(2) Capital Expenditure

(a) Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle

The ramps are under construction by B L Searle.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(3) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Set of Vehicular Gates to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Cllr Gale is investigating suppliers of suitable gates. 


RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(4) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Public Use Notice Board (Bowling Green)

£150.00 was approved for the purchase of a "Public Use" noticeboard for the Bowling Green at the Annual Estimates on 26.1.04 (90/03).

The board cost £138.00.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and the item deleted.

(b) Materials to build composting facility

The compost bins are under construction, using ready-made fencing materials.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

7. PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION: PROPOSED VODAFONE BASE STATION 








(F37/04)

The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 

RESOLVED: (a) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to Vodafone to inform them that at present the Council would have no objection to an application being submitted for a new 15m mast to be sited in accordance with PPG8.

(b) However, Sandy Town Council would be opposed to an extension of the existing mast to 20m. 

8. OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER – CONSULTATION PAPER ON A DRAFT CODE OF CONDUCT FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES


(F38/04)

The consultation paper which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 

RESOLVED: (a) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to respond to the Consultation Document stating the support of the Council for the Code of Conduct.

(b) That senior staff who would like to respond to the document themselves should do so through one of the representative bodies for Council staff.

9. OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER – REVIEW OF RESTRICTIONS ON THE POLITICAL ACTIVITIES OF LOCAL AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES AND POLITICAL ASSISTANTS





(F39/04)

The consultation paper which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED: That the report should be noted but that no official response should be made.

10. COMMEMORATION OF VICTORY IN EUROPE DAY 8TH MAY 2005  (F40/04)

The Clerk's report which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 

Several suggestions for marking the occasion were put forward.  It was noted that the Royal British Legion has adopted the 10th July as a date to commemorate VE and VJ days jointly.

RESOLVED: (a) That the suggestion to light a beacon on the Pinnacle put forward by a member of the public should not be endorsed because of the potential damage to such a vulnerable site.


(b) That the Royal British Legion be requested to consider opening their Service of  Commemoration at St Swithun's Church to all who wish to pay their respects.  The date of this service has not yet been decided.

(c) That the Union Flag be flown at the Council Offices on 8th May 2005.

(d) That the Sandy Enhancement Group be requested to assist with the design of a suitable floral display to commemorate VE and VJ days.

SEE ALSO PART 'A' MINUTES - RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

MINUTE No. (F40/04)

11. POSSIBLE FRENCH MARKET, SANDY – SUNDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2004

(F41/04)


The Clerk's report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
 

RESOLVED: (a) That the Clerk be asked to contact the organisers of the Market to give them permission to hold the market on Sunday 17th October.

(b) That the Clerk be asked to request a police presence at the Market.

(c) That the Chamber of Trade should be informed of the event.

(d) That the Clerk be asked to make efforts to contact those responsible for Farmers Markets with a view to such events also being held.


12. PRESS RELEASE

RESOLVED: That a press release be issued advertising the presence of the French Market in Sandy as soon as full details have been received.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DATE/REF
APPLICANT
DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
MID BEDS NOTIFIED
MID BEDS DECISION

8.9.04

112/04


04/01643/FULL

Ionic Engineering Ltd

5 Gosforth Close

SANDY

SG19
Full application for the erection of 3 x industrial units for B1/B8 use and parking at 5 Gosforth Close, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours Rocking Horse Nursery, Gosforth Close notified
RESOLVED:  No Objections
F & G P

20.9.04

21.9.04


9.9.04

113/04


04/01611/FULL

Mr G Rawlings

Twk Tin

Drove Road

Gamlingay

SG19 3NY
Full application for the erection of one 3 bed detached dwelling with integral garage on land adjacent to 13 Kings Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 13 and 17 Kings Road, Sandy notified.
RESOLVED:  No Objections
F & G P

20.9.04

21.9.04


10.9.04

114/04


04/01649/ADV

Brian Goodyear Bookmakers

6a Northampton Road

Wellingborough

NN8 3HG
Advertisement Consent for addition of external 'trough' lighting to existing fascia sign at 12 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 11 and 12a Market Square, Sandy, Beds
RESOLVED:  Object

The planned trough light is not in keeping with the conservation area.  Individual lights would be preferable.
F & G P

20.9.04

21.9.04
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